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Purpose – discovery 

 

In conjunction with the renovation and addition project to historic "Telegraph," the 
following report seeks to discover the Historical value of the structure. It is the 
Owner's preference to restore the home to its original configuration complete with 
period-correct details as it was originally constructed. During the building's storied 
past, changes have been made. Some were intended through adaptive reuse and 
modifications typical of the changing times a building of this age experiences. Others, 
however, are the result of time and/or negligence and include deterioration of 
original details and architectural features, degradation due to lack of maintenance, and 
the generally ongoing "erosion" of historic character which can be typical of antique 
homes. Utilizing information gathered through this research effort, Telegraph will be 
restored to the historic and simple, handsomely detailed structure of its original 
vision. 
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Intent - historical value determined 

 

It is the purpose of this report to make all possible determinations of historic value 
through found information relative to the structure as originally constructed. While 
there are numerous architectural findings as depicted herein, Telegraph more 
significantly enjoys a rich and storied past on the forefront of early communications 
pioneering.  As home to the first permanent Marconi Wireless Station in the United 
States, Telegraph stands not only as a valuable historic structure because of its age 
and architectural styling, but transcends the commonality of the more typical 
"historic" moniker by being home to the earliest steps in the march toward modern 
day wireless communications. As such, Telegraph possesses great architectural and 
social richness which should be restored and celebrated. 
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The Site 

 
 

 
1940 Aerial View of Siasconset, MA 

  



Wireless Telegraph Station                                             Bilicic Residence 
c.1853                                                                                                             c.2012 

The Nantucket Registry of Deeds shows record of plot plan for land at 36 Main Street dating back as far as the 
early 1850’s. The home was thought to have been built as early as 1858.   

 

“Land of  
Stephen B. Gibbs” 
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Chronology of Ownership at 36 Main Street, Siasconset, MA  
Early 1850’s and prior: Stephen B. Gibbs    

Late 1850’s-1872: Edward W. Gardner 

1872-1924: Oliver F. Hussey, son Reginald F. Hussey and heirs 

1924-1948: William and Annie Holland 

1948- 2006: Charles and Eileen Cahoon 

2006-Present: George and Laura Bilicic 

 

  

The owner, Edward W. Gardner’s name appears on the Walling map of Siasconset that year. 
 

36 Main Street 
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1888 Platt map 

36 Main Street 
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Marconi and the Herald Come to ‘Sconset 

 

 
Wireless Telegraph c.1901 
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The New York Herald leased 36 Main Street from 1901-1904 to establish a Marconi wireless telegraph station. 
 
 

      
Wireless Telegraph Station, 36 Main Street, Siasconset c.1900 
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Sunday, August 18, 1901 
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The Italian inventor Guglielmo Marconi (1874-1937) designed and constructed the first wireless telegraph. For 
this work he received a Nobel Prize. He saw the commercial potential of radio and established that wireless 

communication was possible even across the Atlantic Ocean. 

 
The first permanent wireless station in the U.S. was set up on Nantucket Island in the village of Siasconset at  

36 Main Street. This station was a private enterprise between Marconi and the NY Herald. The purpose was to 
relay information and news traffic from ship to shore for profit. 

 

The Marconi Company set up a closed (private) radio system. They supplied and installed the equipment and 
operators aboard ship and land stations, communicating only with Marconi owned stations. 
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The first wireless test signal was sent on August 12, 1901 between the ‘Sconset telegraph station and the 
Lightship No. 66, Nantucket Shoals, 54 miles away. 

     
The Cunard liner Lucania, sailing from England, was chosen as the first transtlantic liner to transmit and receive 
the inaugural wireless transmission from mid-ocean. On August 16, 1901, Lucania continuously transmitted the 
Morse-Code letters “N.T.” until, 72 miles away from the Nantucket Shoals, their signal was received. Once within 

their transmission range, the Lucania relayed the following message:  

 

Lucania: “All well on board. We are 237 miles from Sandy Hook. Expect to reach 
 New York Harbor Saturday.”  
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      One of the main (but unofficial) duties of the wireless station was to provide daily bulletins of the New 

York Giants baseball games. These summer residents, many of whom were members of the New York Lamb’s 
Club and New York Theater, were quite passionate about their team. If the Giants won, there was much 
celebrating in the streets, but if they lost, the flag was lowered to half mast and the mood turned solemn! 
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Although the Marconi Company, among others, never considered using the wireless system as a way for vessels 
in distress to signal for help, it became a critical form of communication. In January, 1909, ocean liners Florida 

and Republic collided 60 miles south of ‘Sconset. The ‘Sconset station picked up the distress signals and was able 
to flash messages to incoming vessels and naval stations that help was needed. Soon 8 tugs and ocean liners 
were on scene to assist in an amazing rescue of 1,500 people. As a result Congress passed a law in 1910 that 

mandated installation of wireless transmitters on all American ships carrying fifty passengers and crew or more 
on routes longer than two-hundred miles. 

 

On April 14, 1912, the ‘Sconset station received distress signals from the sinking ocean liner, Titanic. It was the 
first mainland wireless station to receive the Titanic’s signals and the telegraph operator immediately alerted all 

other stations of the tragedy. Of the 2,228 passengers and crew members who set sail, only 705 Titanic 
passengers survived. 

Interesting Fact: 
 

In 1906, Russian born David Sarnoff was one of the four ‘Sconset telegraph operators.  

 

  
He would later become the founder and chief executive of RCA. 
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Because of the rapidly increasing amount of communication, the original wireless station, at 36 Main Street, 
became insufficient. In 1904, a larger, second station was built across the road and was in operation until the 

end of WWI. In 1920, a third station was opened by Sankaty Golf Club. Because of more modern advances in 
radio and telephone, by 1922 the ‘Sconset wireless stations were closed for good. 

 
By today’s standards, the Marconi telegraph radio was a simple wireless system that used Morse-Code to 

communicate.  At the time, though, it was an engineering marvel that was the precursor to telecommunication. 

 

 On the 70th anniversary of the historical message received from Lucania, August 16, 1971, the Nantucket 
Historical Association erected a plaque outside the house at 36 Main Street. 

  



W
c

 

 

Wireless T
c.1853      

 

 

Telegraph S
                

HDC

Station 
                

C Surv

               

veys &

               
               

& Perm

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                
                

mit Inf

               B
                

forma

Bilicic Res
               

ation 

sidence 
c.2012 



Wireless Telegraph Station                                             Bilicic Residence 
c.1853                                                                                                             c.2012 



Wireless Telegraph Station                                             Bilicic Residence 
c.1853                                                                                                             c.2012 



Wireless Telegraph Station                                             Bilicic Residence 
c.1853                                                                                                             c.2012 

 



Wireless Telegraph Station                                             Bilicic Residence 
c.1853                                                                                                             c.2012 



Wireless Telegraph Station                                             Bilicic Residence 
c.1853                                                                                                             c.2012 



Wireless Telegraph Station                                             Bilicic Residence 
c.1853                                                                                                             c.2012 

 

  



Wireless Telegraph Station                                             Bilicic Residence 
c.1853                                                                                                             c.2012 

 
The last C.O. required by the Building Department 

 

 
Typical permit pulled to remove outbuildings 
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Explanation of former outbuildings removed in 2006 
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Locations of four previously removed outbuildings 

 

 

Permit folder annotations showing all existing permits closed and/or complete 
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Plot plan showing remaining structure and extent of land c.2009
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Existing Conditions 
 

 

 

 

Fall 2011 



Wireless Telegraph Station                                             Bilicic Residence 
c.1853                                                                                                             c.2012 



Wireless Telegraph Station                                             Bilicic Residence 
c.1853                                                                                                             c.2012 



Wireless Telegraph Station                                             Bilicic Residence 
c.1853                                                                                                             c.2012 



Wireless Telegraph Station                                             Bilicic Residence 
c.1853                                                                                                             c.2012 



Wireless Telegraph Station                                             Bilicic Residence 
c.1853                                                                                                             c.2012 

 



Wireless Telegraph Station                                             Bilicic Residence 
c.1853                                                                                                             c.2012 

 
             North (front) Elevation 

 

 
              West (side) Elevation 

Porch removed. 
Bay window added 

Decorative 
shingles removed 

2/2 windows 
changed 

1981 family room addition 
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             South (rear) Elevation 

 

 
             East (side) Elevation      

Chimney rebuilt & 
relocated 

Roof line extended 

Bath added (date unknown) 
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               Kitchen c.2011 

 
 

 
              Living Room c.2011 
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               Family Room c.2011 

 

 
              Bedroom c.2011 
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